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A Spittin’ Image..!
The doctor said to the new 

father, "You have a cute baby."

"I bet you say that to all the 
new parents," smiled the proud 
daddy.

"No," he replied, "just to those 
whose babies really are good-
looking."

"So what do you say to the 
others?"

I say, "He's the spittin' image 
of you."

I wonder whether they taught 
that to him in his medical college!

With identical twins, it's easy 
to see that they are the "spittin' 
image" of each other. Actually, 
that term "spittin' image" stems 
from an old misunderstanding 
itself. Joel Chandler Harris, 
author of the Uncle Remus 
stories, explained that when an 
American slave seemed to be 
saying, "spittin' image," he or 
she was actually saying, "spirit 
and image,'' as, "He's the spi'it 
'n' image of his daddy." It meant 
more than they merely looked 
alike. Spirit and image - alike, 
inside and out.

And what makes it even 

more interesting is the ancient 
truth from the monk Bernard 
of Clairvaux (1090-1153), who 
said, "What we love we shall 
grow to resemble." Or put 
another way, we become the 
spi'it 'n' image of that which we 
hold dear. We are shaped by that 
which we admire most, and by 
the people we love most.

It works like this: Those who 
admire success may become 
"the image of success." Those 
who admire ambition will, to 
even a casual observer, look 
ambitious, perhaps even driven. 
Those who admire and love the 
gentle saints of their faith will, 
more than likely, remind others 
of those same saints in their 
attitudes, words and actions.

Day by day, we become the 
spi'it 'n' image of the people we 
befriend, admire and love.

I wonder who you are the 
spittin’ image of? Are you the 
spittin’ image of your good dad, 
or that wicked uncle of yours?

Whose life do you model yours 
on? Someone you admired no 
doubt, but who is it you admire?

Even as I write this I think of 

our children. Most of them model 
their lives round their parents. 
That’s why you’ll quite often 
find that an alcoholic had an 
alcoholic father. That a grumpy 
mother has grumpy sons and 
daughters.

I met a priest who stammered 
and he told me that his father 
stammered.

“So what?” I asked, “Are you 
blaming him for your stammer?”

“Not in the way you mean,” he 
said kindly, “but when I was small 
my mother passed away and it 
was from my father I learnt to 
talk. So I stammer like him.”

I am not sure how scientifi cally 
correct the priest was, but it’s 
scary isn’t it?

 How we are, our children will 
be likewise.

So even as we decide whom 
to model our lives by, also let 
us learn to live lives that are 
good, virtuous and honest, so 
that, when others see the spittin’ 
image of you in your children, it 
will be a good spirit and clean 
image..! 

bobsbanter@gmail.com

M.O.P. Vaishnav College for Women hosted a grand felicitation function to applaud the outstanding 
achievements of its sports stars, Vaishali R and Sruthy R, in the 19th Asian Games held at Hangzhou, China. 
Vaishali R, the Chess Silver Medallist, and Sruthy R, who represented India in Basketball, were honoured 
with cash prizes of Rs. 1,00,000 and Rs. 25,000 respectively. The event held at the college campus was graced 
by the esteemed presence of chief guest Grandmaster Viswanathan Anand, a 5-time World Chess Champion 
& Deputy President of FIDE. Manoj Kumar Sonthalia, Secretary, Dr. Archna Prasad, Principal, Dr. L. 
Amutha Sumankumar, Director of Physical Education  M.O.P. also  took part.

Ahmedabad, Nov 11:
Rassie van der Dussen’s 

fighting knock helped 
South Africa overcome 
the Afghanistan challenge 
in Ahmedabad at the ICC 
Men’s Cricket World Cup 
2023. 
The second innings of 

the game was fiercely 
contested between the 
Afghanistan bowlers and 
the South Africa batters, 
with the latter coming out 
on top at the very end.
Rassie van der Dussen 

(76*) starred for South 
Africa with a splendid 
innings, whereas old 
hands Rashid Khan and 
Mohammad Nabi were 
the stars for Afghanistan. 
South Africa replied with 
247 for five in response to 
Afghanistan’s 244 all out 
in 50 overs. Azmatullah 
Omarzai’s fighting 97* 
helped Afghanistan finish 

strongly after South 
Africa had dominated 
for the majority of the 
innings. 
Gerald Coetzee (4/44) 

and Keshav Maharaj 
(2/25) shined for the 
Proteas. With this defeat, 
Afghanistan bowed out of 
the World Cup. 
The Sou th Af r i c a 

openers were among 
the runs from the very 
beginning. Quinton de 
Kock was particularly 
aggressive, hitting two 
fours and three sixes in 
the first Powerplay. Temba 
Bavuma experienced some 
issues with his hamstring 
but managed to stick 
around at the crease.
Afghanis tan st ruck 

back early in the second 
Powerplay. Bavuma fell 
while trying to clear 
Mujeeb Ur Rahman past 
deep mid-wicket. Then in 

the 14th over, Mohammad 
Nabi trapped Quinton de 
Kock leg before wicket. 
While the on-field umpire 
didn’t agree with that call, 
Afghanistan succeeded in 
getting a wicket after a 
review. 
Rassie van der Dussen 

and Aiden Markram then 
took South Africa ahead 
with a steady stand. The 
duo hit a number of 
confident shots, even as 
the Proteas improved their 
scoring rate. However, 
Rashid’s special spell 
g o t  two impo r t a n t 
breakthroughs for his 
team. 
He got rid of Markram 

(25) in the 24th over. The 
batter ended up pulling a 
catch towards the covers. 
A few overs later, the 
dange r ou s He i n r i c h 
Klaasen was cleaned up. 
The set van der Dussen 

got decent support from 
David Miller, as the duo 
batted out the next few 
anxious deliveries, and 
then got back into the 
groove once more. Their 
stand helped blunt the 
impact of Afghanistan 
tweakers, even as the 
Proteas gradually moved 
towards their target. 
However, Afghanistan 

got a timely breakthrough 
in the 38th over when 
Mi l l e r (24 ) pushed 
one back to Nabi. The 
Afghanistan spinners were 
able to stifle the scoring 
rate, and the South 
Africa chase depended 
predominantly on van 
der Dussen’s stay at 
the crease. The batter 
managed to stave off the 
spin challenge, and along 
with Phehlukwayo (39*) 
helped South Africa to a 
five-wicket win. 

Dussen stars as South Africa 
dash Afghanistan’s hopes

Dubai, Nov 11:  
The International 

Cricket Council (ICC) 
Board has suspended 
Sri Lanka Cricket’s 
membership of the ICC 
with immediate effect.  

The ICC Board met 
on Friday and determined 
that Sri Lanka Cricket 

is in serious breach 
of its obligations as a 
member, in particular, the 
requirement to manage 
its affairs autonomously 
and ensure that there 
is no government 
interference in the 
governance, regulation 
and/or administration of 

cricket in Sri Lanka.  
In a statement released 

on Friday night, the ICC 
said that the SLC had 
breached its obligations 
as a member, in 
particular the requirement 
to manage its affairs 
autonomously and without 
government interference. 

In its statement, the ICC 
said: “The conditions 
of the suspension will 
be decided by the ICC 
Board in due course.” 

The ICC Board is set 
to meet on November 
21, after which the 
future course of action is 
expected to be clearer.

ICC suspends Sri Lanka cricket with immediate effect

Chennai, Nov 11  
Multiple World 

Champion Pankaj Advani 
heads the 1,500 player 
star cast as big time cue 
sport action returns to 
this teeming megapolis 
as Chennai will host the 
90th National Billiards & 
Snooker Championships 
from November 21 to 
December 25.  

The event, which 
will see the la de 
creme of the Indian 
cue sport in both men’s 
and women’s section in 
rivetting action, will be 
held at the Multipurpose 
Nehru Indoor Stadium 
in Chennai.  The 35-
day extravaganza will 
comprise events across 
formats and age-
groups and will witness 
approximately 1500 
cueists taking part, 
including some of the 
country’s biggest names 
in the sport.  

“It’s both an honor 
and a challenge to 
conduct the National 

Chennai to host cue sports nationals from Nov 21

Championships in its 
entirety. We at the 
TNBSA are excited and 
look forward to hosting 
a spectacular event,” 
TNBSA president B.G. 
Muralidharan and general 
secretary N. Ganesh told 
a news conference on 
Friday.  

The 2023 Nationals 
will comprise Senior 
billiards and snooker for 
men and women, Masters 

snooker, 6 Reds Snooker 
for men and women and 
Sub-junior and Junior 
billiards & snooker for 
boys and girls.  

Multiple-times world 
champion Pankaj Advani 
will headline a high-
profile line-up that will 
include Aditya Mehta, 
Rafath Habib, Vidya 
Pillai, Brijesh Damani, 
Shrikrishna Suryanarayan 
and Anupama 

Ramachandran and to 
name a few across the 
field.  

 “We are grateful for 
all the support extended 
by Tamil Nadu Sports 
Minister Udhayanidhi 
Stalin and the Sports 
Development Authority 
of Tamil Nadu and hope 
to use this landmark event 
to further popularize 
cue sports in the state,” 
Muralidharan said.

E.Sivakumar, Treasurer, B.G.Muralidharan, President, Rajmohan, Vice 
president of TNBSA in the press meet  
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